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2 4 0 Part IV: Essential Internet

KoolKatz (to Ignez): Do you like Muenster?

Restricting chatting

When you set up subaccounts from your WebTV master account, you can
restrict the subaccount from using the chat facilities. If you're a parent, this
restriction may make sense when you're setting up accounts for your chil-
dren. Because each account can have its own password, it's easy to keep
your children from using the master account.

Chatting on the Web

Many Web sites provide a method of chatting using your browser. Some
require that you download a plug-in or ActiveX control to add chat capability
to your browser (see Chapter 7 for how to use plug-ins). Others have Java-
based chat programs that your browser can run directly.

Some chat sites include

v Talk City www.talkcity.com (The same system WebTV connects to.)
» Yahoo Chat chat.yahoo.com (includes former Geocities users)

v Snap Chat chat.snap.com

Many other Web sites have chats on the specific topic of the site.

Chatting via IRC

IRC (Internet Relay Chat) is available from most Internet providers as well as
from AOL and WebTV. To use IRC, you have to install an IRC client program
on your computer. An IRC client (or just IRC program) is another Internet pro-
gram, like your Web browser or ¢-mail program, and freeware and shareware
programs are available for you to download from the Net. If you use
Windows, use a Winsock-compatible program; if you use a Mac, use a
MacTCP-compatible program.

Two of the best shareware IRC programs are

ﬂ +»* mIRC for Windows
v~ Ircle for the Macintosh
You can find these IRC programs, along with others, at shareware Web sites,

such as TUCOWS (www . tucows . com), or at the mIRC home page
(www .mirc.com) and the Ircle home page (www.amug.org/~ircle).
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The information in Chapter 15 can help you download and install the IRC
client program. For more detailed information about setting up mIRC, point

your browser to www.mirc. com. You can also find a great deal of useful infor-
mation about IRC there.

Although most of our examples are from mIRC, Ircle is very similar. You can
read the Ircle Help file by choosing Help from the Apple menu.

Check with your Internet provider for any additional information you may
need to use IRC. If you have a direct link to the Internet, ask your system
administrator whether the link supports IRC.

Firing up IRC

To start chatting using IRC, start up your IRC program. If you're using a regu- |
lar Internet account, double-click the program’s icon. If your UNIX shell R
account offers IRC, type ircii or irc at the UNIX prompt. 4
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Getting connected

To use IRC, your IRC client program has to connect to an IRC server — an

Internet host computer that serves as a switchboard for IRC conversations.

Although dozens of IRC servers are available, many are full most of the time

and may refuse your connection. You may have to try several servers, or the

same one dozens of times, before you can connect. .
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When you're choosing a server, pick one that’s geographically close to you
(to minimize response lag, as explained in the following sidebar, “Lags and
netsplits™) and on the IRC network you want.

b

To connect to a server: bith '

+ mIRC: Choose File>Setup (or press Alt+E) to display the mIRC Setup
window, and then click the IRC Servers tab. When you start mIRC, it e
gives the Setup command for you automatically, so you see the mIRC { |
Setup window right away. Double-click a server on the list to attempt to I
connect to it. l E e

v Ircle: Choose FilePreferencesStartup. Select a server and then 1
choose FileSave Preferences.

At peak times, the servers can be extremely busy. If at first you don’t con-
nect, try, try again.

Choosing a network

IRC servers are organized into networks. Although servers within each net-
work talk to each other, servers on one IRC network don’t connect to servers
on other networks. Someone on EFnet can't talk to someone on Undernet, for
example.
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i @ I’ | The four biggest networks and their home pages are shown in this list (in

fe | descending order):

¢ i l ‘t““ w@

B | §9 ///‘I‘F}\T ] +»~ EFnet: www.irchelp.org (the original network of servers, with the 3
| 4 \\‘,\‘g\*;’/@ {1 most users) :
o &= | |
b! ! .+~ Undernet: www.undernet.org :
ET : | o IRCnet: www. funet . fi/~irc » !
i i »# DALNet: www.dal.net

d‘i

Most people on IRC eventually develop a preference for one network. It's usu-
ally the one where their friends hang out.

Lots of smaller IRC networks exist. Here are some, with their home pages:

»* Kidsworld: www.kidsworld.org ;
v StarLink: www.starlink.org :

If you use mIRC, you can find a list of servers it knows about by choosing
File>Setup (or pressing Alt+E) and clicking the tab labeled IRC Servers.
Because each server entry notes its network and location, you can easily
choose one near you.
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i Commanding your IRC
; f : You control what is happening during your chat session by typing IRC com- ,
3 mands. All IRC commands start with the slash character (/). You can type IRC i
“F commands in upper- or lowercase or a mixture — IRC doesn't care. If you use 1

3 the mIRC client program, many commands are available directly from the ,

o menu or by clicking or double-clicking items you see in the mIRC window.
M

If anyone ever tells you to type in IRC any commands you don’t understand,
don’t do it — ever. You can unwittingly give away control of your IRC program
\ and even your computer account to another person. (No, we don’t tell you

/ the commands!)

The most important command for you to know gets you out of IRC:
{ . /quit

|
l ; [ The second most important command gives you an online summary of the
. ' various IRC commands:

/help ]

¥ Here are a few of the most useful IRC commands:

i
‘
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t (in o /admin server Displays information about a server. I
b
% [/away Tells IRC that you will be away for a while. You don’t
4 have to leave this type of message; if you do, however,
the it'’s displayed to anyone who wants to talk to you. i
[clear Clears your screen. |
[join channel Joins a channel. See “Group chat” later in this chapter.
3 [leave Leaves a channel. Typing /part does the same thing. |
1 /me action Sends a message that describes what you're doing
_It's usu- g and is used to punctuate your conversation with a

description of gestures. If you're Mandrake, for exam-
ple, and type /me gestures hypnotically, other users

ages: 1 see *Mandrake gestures hypnotically on-screen.
¥ /topic message Sets the topic message for the current channel.
/who channel Lists all the people on a channel. If you type /who *,

you see displayed the names of the people on the
! channel you're on.

sing
rs. i /whois name Lists some information about the user name. You can 1§
asily . use your own name to see what other users can see
about you. ;

/nick newname Changes your name to newname. ’ l
. /ping #channelname Gives information about the lag (delay) between you
- coml-R c 1 and everyone on that channel.

e
e 1 /msg name m e Sends a private message to name (only name can
you use essag
1 the ?‘ see it).
dow. j Remember: Lines that start with a slash are commands to the IRC program,;
tand i everything else you type is conversation and gets put in the chat box.

rstand, ‘
program { If you use mIRC or Ircle, you can achieve most of the same effects controlled
:ll you by IRC commands by choosing commands from the menu bar or clicking

icons on the toolbar. These IRC commands work too, however, and some IRC

l programs don’t have menu bar or toolbar equivalents. |
] i Group chat
| The most popular way to use IRC is through channels. Most channels have

of the ; names that start with the # character. Channel names are not case-sensitive.

Numbered channels also exist (when you type a channel number, you don’t
use the # character).

i Thousands of IRC channels are available. You can find an annotated list of

- some of the best by visiting www . funet . fi/~irc/channels.html. Each

; channel] listed there has its own linked home page that tells you much more
about what that channel offers.

|
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To find out how to see a list of channels, see the section “Channel surfing,”
later in this chapter.

Good channels to know about include

v~ #irchelp: A place to ask questions about IRC. (Read the FAQ, which
answers the most common questions, first: See the section “Getting
more info,” later in this chapter)

v~ #newbies: All your IRC questions answered

1 #21plus: and #30plus: Age-appropriate meeting places

v~ #41plus: A more mature channel (with many people on it younger than 41)
v~ #teens: For teenagers — chill and chat

+~ #hottub: A “rougher” meeting place

v~ #macintosh: Meeting place for Mac users :
v~ #windows95: Meeting place for Windows users

+~ d#chat: A friendly chat channel

v~ #mirc: A help channel for mIRC users

You can also try typing # followed by the name of a country or major city.

Channeling

You join a channel by typing the following line:
/join {fchannelname

To join the ffdummies channel, for example, you type /join f#fdunmies and
press Enter. Don’t forget the / before the command or the # before the chan-
nel name.

In mIRC, you can click the Channels Folder icon on the toolbar and then
double-click one of the channels listed. In Ircle, choose Command=:Join from
the menu.

After you join a channel, everything you type that doesn't start with a slash
(/) appears on the screen of everyone on that channel after you press Enter.
The text of your messages is preceded by your nickname.

In mIRC, you can join several channels at a time. Each channel has its own
window, with a list of the participants on the right side and the conversation
on the left and with a box at the bottom in which you type your messages.

You leave a channel by typing

/leave
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{ Lags and netsplits

Two phenomena, lags and netsplits, are the
bane of an IRCer’s existence. A /ag is the delay
between the time you type a message and when
it appears on other people’s screens. Lags foul
up conversations. Sometimes, one group of
people on a channel is lagged while another
group is not, and the first group’s messages
appear after delays of several minutes. You can
check on the amount of time a message takes

A netsplit breaks the connection between IRC
servers — the network of connected IRC
servers gets split into two smaller networks. A
netsplit looks like a bunch of people suddenly
leaving your channel and then reappearing en
masse sometime later. Although all the people
who are connected to the IRC servers in one
half of the network can chat among themselves,
they can’t communicate with the people con-

1 to get from you to another person and back nected to the IRC servers in the other half.
: again by typing the command /ping nickname.  Eventually (after minutes or hours), the two net-
i works reconnect and the netsplitis over.

i
i1
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In mIRC, you can leave a channel by simply closing the window for that chan- - il
nel. In Ircle, choose Commands=>Part from the menu. | EiHL

Channel surfing

To see available channels in mIRC, click the List Channels icon on the toolbar.
If you're looking for a particular channel name, type in the Match text box the
text you're looking for. If you want to see channels with at least several
people on them (rather than the hundreds of channels with one bored,
lonely, or lascivious person waiting), type a number in the min box. Then
click Get List. Because the list of channels can be extremely long, you may
have to wait a few minutes for the list to be displayed. If you want to see the [
channels listed in your Channels folder (the list of channels you visit fre- |
quently), click the Channels folder icon instead. !

In any IRC program, you can find out all the public and private channels by
typing the following command:

/1ist H

e

Figure 15-3 shows a mIRC window after a /1ist command has been given.
i The window shows the channel name, number of current chatters, and the

channel topic.

In Ircle, you choose Commands<List from the menu.

Before typing /list to see all of the available channels, type the following line:

/set hold_mode on

!
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